The title compound, C 14 H 15 N 3 O 4 , is nearly planar, the dihedral angle between the planes of the phenyl and pyrazolidine rings being 1.13 (7) Å , and that between the plane of the pyrazolidine ring and the mean plane of the side chain [C-N-C-C( O)-O; r.m.s. deviation = 0.024 Å ] being 2.52 (7)
Related literature
For the synthesis of compounds containing the pyrazolidinone nucleus and their biological activity, see : Ismail et al. (2012) ; Khodairy (2007) ; Khloya et al. (2013) . For biologically active synthetic heterocyclic compounds containing the pyrazol-5(4H)-one core scaffold and displaying some interesting pharmaceutical properties, see: Uramaru et al. (2010) for analgesic; Thaker et al. (2011) and Chande et al. (2007) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 2; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1; (ii) Àx; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (iii) x À 1; y; z.
Data collection
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2013 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2013) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXT (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2014 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: DIAMOND (Brandenburg & Putz, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) . 
S2. Refinement
The N-bound H atoms were located in a Fourier difference map and freely refined. The C-bound H atoms were placed in calculated positions and treated as riding atoms: C-H = 0.95 -0.99 Å with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C-methyl) and = 1.2U eq (C)
for other H atoms. The crystal did not diffract well, hence the lower than desirable value for θ full .
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title molecule, with atom labelling. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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Figure 2
The crystal packing viewed along the b axis of the title compound. N-H···O and C-H···O hydrogen bonds are shown, respectively, as purple and black dotted lines (see Table 1 for details).
Figure 3
The crystal packing of the title compound, showing the layer structure and the weak C-H···O interlayer hydrogen bonds (black dotted lines; see Table 1 for details).
Ethyl 2-({[(4Z)-3,5-dioxo-1-phenylpyrazolidin-4-ylidene]methyl}amino)acetate
Crystal data ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. H-atoms attached to carbon were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.95 -0.99 Å) and included as riding contributions with isotropic displacement parameters 1.2 -1.5 times those of the attached carbon atoms. H-atoms attached to nitrogen were refined independently. Symmetry codes: (i) −x+2, −y+2, −z+1; (ii) −x, −y+1, −z+1; (iii) x−1, y, z.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

